
Why I Am a Christian
An 6-Week Introduction to Apologetics with Brett Kunkle

For 5th through 9th grade

Brett Kunkle is the Student Impact Director at  Stand to Reason.  He has 
more than 20 years of experience working with junior high, high school, and 
college students.  Brett has spoken to thousands of students and adults across 
the country at churches, conferences and on college campuses.  Brett was a 
contributor to the Apologetics Study Bible for Students and wrote the 
Ambassador’s Guide to Mormonism.  In addition, he has developed a 
groundbreaking approach to mission trips, creating a one-of-a-kind training 
experience that immerses participants in real-life apologetics, theology, and 

evangelism in Berkeley, California, and Salt Lake City, Utah.  Brett received his Masters degree 
in philosophy of religion and ethics from Talbot School of Theology.  

For more information about Stand to Reason, visit www.str.org.  
For more information about Brett Kunkle, visit www.str.org/training/speakers/brett-kunkle.

Dates:   Tuesdays – beginning January 27th & ending March 10th

   *there will be no class on February 17th for Presidents Recess

Times:   3:00 – 4:30 pm

Location:   Grace Fellowship Church – High School Ministry Room

Address:    3170 Red Hill Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Registration:   
 

• Cost: 
o $100/student preregistration by January 25th ($25 discount for 

additional family members)
o $125/student registration after January 25th (we will take sign-ups at 

the door as space permits)

• Financial assistance is available for families in need. 

• A minimum of 10 registered students is required for course to begin.  

http://www.str.org
http://www.str.org
http://www.str.org/training/speakers/brett-kunkle
http://www.str.org/training/speakers/brett-kunkle


Registration Form

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________________________ Zip: _________

Phone: ____________________________ Email: _____________________________________

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________ Grade: ___________

Additional Sibling: ____________________________________________ Grade: ___________

Additional Sibling: ____________________________________________ Grade: ___________

1 student registration    x   $ 100  =  $ 100
                        +

___ additional siblings x $ 75  = $____

     TOTAL AMOUNT DUE =  $____

 

Preregistration Payment Options  

• Option 1:  Email registration form & send payment via PayPal to 
kingkunk123@me.com.

• Option 2:  Send registration form & check payable to Brett Kunkle to 1438 E. 33rd 
Street, Signal Hill, CA 90755.  

• *Financial Assistance:  If you need financial assistance, please contact Dawnielle 
Hodgman at dawnielle@str.org.

mailto:dawnielle@str.org
mailto:dawnielle@str.org


Class Description

Class Objectives:  
We will introduce young students to apologetics through a combination of lecture, interaction, 
reading, and assignments.  By the completion of this class, students should be able to…

• explain the nature of apologetics and its importance to the Christian life.  
• explain the basic structure of a cumulative case argument for the truthfulness of 

Christianity.  
• explain the basic arguments and evidences for the truthfulness of Christianity.  
• grow in their confidence that Christianity is objectively true and can be rationally 

defended. 

Course Materials (optional): 
Reading and assignments are encouraged, to cultivate a richer learning experience, but 
participation is optional and will be left to the discretion of individual families.  A reading 
schedule is provided under the “Course Schedule” and assignments will be handed out one week 
in advance of their due date.  Assignments will not be graded, but some feedback will be offered.  

Course reading materials will need to be purchased on your own before class begins. Choosing 
between the beginner and advanced level books is left to the discretion of families.   

 Beginner Level      Advanced Level 

 Living Loud (LL)        I Don’t Have Enough Faith 
               by Geisler & Holden            to Be an Atheist (IDHEF)

               by Geisler & Turek

*Family Learning Option:  For families wanting to supplement their students’ instruction, as 
well as learn along with their students, we suggest the I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an 
Atheist DVD curriculum & workbook.  They can be purchased at http://crossexamined.org.

Technology in the classroom: 
Students will not be allowed to use technology (e.g. laptop, iPad, smartphone) during class 
lectures.  For further explanation, read this:  To Students—Close Laptops, Use Pencils. 

http://crossexamined.org
http://crossexamined.org
http://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2015/01/to-students-close-laptops-use-pencils
http://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2015/01/to-students-close-laptops-use-pencils


Course Schedule

Topic Homework Due

Week 1 Why I Am a Christian:  
An Introduction to Apologetics

Reading:  
• LL:  Book Intro, chs. 1 
• IDHEF:  Book Intro

No Assignment Due 

Week 2 Does Truth Exist & Can We Know It?

Reading:  
• LL:  ch. 2 & 3
• IDHEF:  chs. 1 & 2

Assignment:  TBD

Week 3 Does God Really Exist?

Reading:  
• LL:  ch. 4
• IDHEF:  chs. 3 & 4

Assignment:  TBD

Week 4 Did Jesus Rise From the Dead?

Reading:  
• LL:  chs. 8 & 11
• IDHEF:  chs. 8 & 12

Assignment:  TBD

Week 5 Why Should I Trust the Bible?

Reading:  
• LL:  chs. 9 & 12
• IDHEF:  chs. 9 & 10

Assignment:  TBD

Week 6 Is Jesus the Only Way?

Reading:  
• LL:  chs. 10
• IDHEF:  chs. 11 & 13

Assignment:  TBD

*Absences:  In the event your student has to miss class, an audio recording will 
be made available (provided there are no unforeseen technological glitches!).  



WHAT  PEOPLE  ARE  SAYING  ABOUT  BRETT’S  WORK…

“Bre%  understands  youth  like  few  people  today.    He  is  able  to  connect  with  not  only  their  hearts,  but  their  
minds.    I  have  Bre%  speak  at  my  school  every  year  because  he  has  a  message  students  need  to  hear.”

Sean  McDowell,  high  school  teacher,  youth  speaker  and  apologist,  
professor  at  Biola  University,  and  author  of  numerous  books

We  had  Bre%  Kunkle  do  a  2-‐‑week  series  in  our  high  school  ministry  that  was  incredibly  powerful  to  both  tear  
down  and  rebuild  the  faith  of  our  teenagers.    Bre%  did  a  fantastic  job  developing  a  strong  foundation  for  our  
students,  to  help  prepare  them  as  they  graduate  high  school  to  not  also  graduate  from  their  faith.

Josh  Griffin,  High  School  Pastor  at  Saddleback  Church

“Bre%  Kunkle  has  the  rare  ability  to  inform  and  inspire  at  the  same  time.  God  is  using  him  to  train  and  
mobilize  leaders  throughout  our  nation  and  the  resultant  impact  is  significant.  I  thank  God  for  Bre%  and  for  the   
eternal  impact  of  Stand  to  Reason.  The  type  of  work  they  are  doing  is  vital  for  the  restoration  of  the  Christian  

worldview  in  Western  culture.”
Alex  McFarland,  North  Greenville  University  and  author  of  10  Answers  for  Skeptics

“Bre%  Kunkle  brings  a  very  rare  combination  of  gifts  to  the  table  in  training  young  people.    He  brings  a  
deep  understanding  of  the  critical  worldview  issues,  an  ability  to  translate  it  all  in  an  engaging  way,  and  an  

overflowing  love  for  the  people  he  seeks  to  equip.    It'ʹs  no  wonder  the  Lord  has  been  able  to  use  his  teaching  to  
impact  lives  in  such  a  dramatic  way.”

Craig  J.  Hazen,  Director  of  Christian  Apologetics  
at  Biola  University  and  author  of  Five  Sacred  Crossings

“One  is  wonderfully  encouraged  to  see  young  people  listen  intently  as  Bre%  unravels  complex  topics  that  
impact  their  faith  and  their  ability  to  interact  effectively  with  their  non-‐‑believing  colleagues.    Bre%’s  deep  

knowledge  of  relevant  topics,  his  professional  appearance  and  humble  demeanor  make  him  a  great  choice  for  
your  next  event!”

Michael  Licona,  Founder  &  President  of  Risen  Jesus  
and  author  of  The  Case  for  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus

  “Bre%  Kunkle  continues  to  work  diligently  to  help  young  people  across  the  nation  be%er  understand  the  truth  
of  the  Christian  worldview.    He  is  relevant,  engaging  and  interactive,  and  he  understands  the  challenges  facing  
young  Christians.    Bre%  is  gifted  not  only  as  a  communicator,  but  as  a  twenty  first  century  thinker.    He  helps  

young  people  understand  the  value  of  worshipping  God  with  their  mind.”
Jim  Warner  Wallace,  former  cold-‐‑case  homicide  detective  and  author  of  Cold  Case  Christianity


