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Note: 

This document is a companion to the book Common Ground Without Compromise: 25 Questions to 
Create Dialogue on Abortion.  For a complete guide to the book, including other helpful resources and a 

link for easy ordering, see the book’s web home at www.STR.org/CommonGround. 
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Why Use Common Ground for Your Discussion Group? 
Common Ground Without Compromise is a unique tool that helps members of your discussion group, 
small group Bible study, or Sunday School class begin thinking about the issue of abortion in a 
constructive way.  Because the book integrates over one hundred discussion questions and nine 
homework activities (“Create a Conversation”) right into the text, it’s ready-made for discussion groups.  
This guide will help you structure a 6-week or 12-week study of the book. 

Pricing 
Stand to Reason is eager to help organizations and churches use the book in their communities.  Contact 
Derek in the product department (call 800-2-REASON or email Derek@str.org) and ask about bulk 
discounts available to groups.  If you plan to charge a fee for the books to recover your costs, let Derek 
know that as well. 
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Suggestion #1: Begin with Stories 

When we keep stories of unplanned pregnancy, abortion, and other difficult circumstances before us, it 
reminds us that ultimately, abortion is not merely a theoretical issue.  It’s personal.  Sharing a story at the 
beginning of each discussion will orient the group’s thoughts to always take personal circumstances into 
account (even if they don’t affect our moral evaluation of abortion).  See Chapter 3, Chapter 5 (Question 
7), and Chapter 11 for more on this. 

Suggestion #2: Set Expectations and Encourage Respect 
Before you begin the discussion portion of each session, remind participants of what a good dialogue 
entails: “In the spirit of Mr. Wagner’s book, we’re going to welcome each other as partners in finding truth.  
You need each member of this class and you need to hear their opinions.  We won’t just assume 
everyone’s opinion is correct, but we will grant every person a hearing and value their perspective and 
their willingness to share.  If you have something to contribute, but have already shared many thoughts, 
ask yourself if you are clear on what other members of the class believe.  If you aren’t, then hold your 
comment and listen to other members share.  Or, ask someone else a specific question.” 

Suggestion #3: Meditate as a Group on Helpful Scriptures 

To encourage you to use these Scriptures in the most helpful way for your group, I haven’t placed them in 
the schedules below.  You may want to begin or end with one Scripture each week.  Or you may want to 
meditate on one Scripture passage during the whole study. 
  

• II Corinthians 1:3-4 – God comforts us so that we may comfort others. 
• II Corinthians 7:6-10 – Sorrow is good, if it causes repentance according to the will of God. 
• I Peter 3:14-16 – Be ready to give reasons for your hope…with gentleness and reverence.  
• II Corinthians 5:17-21 – We are new creatures in Christ, and we are ambassadors for Christ. 
• Luke 10:25-37 – When the lawyer asked, essentially, “Who can I exclude in my ‘love of 

neighbor,’” Jesus answered with the parable of the Good Samaritan, showing that the lawyer 
had asked the wrong question.  Instead, he should have asked, “How can I be a good 
neighbor to anyone in need?”  Consider how the unborn is like the man on the road to 
Jericho.  How can your conversations with people who disagree help the unborn?  

Suggestion #4: Pass the Mic 

One of the keys to a good discussion is a good facilitator.  If one member begins to dominate with many 
comments, ask other members to share their opinions.  Or, encourage all members to ask questions of 
the other participants (as above).  If necessary, pass around a mic to encourage people to be interested 
in the opinions of others. 

Suggestion #5: Feel Free to Create a Schedule that Works for Your Group 

Use the reflection questions and the following schedules only as a guide.  If many members are 
participating, and the discussion is interesting and helpful, let it happen. 
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Resources for Leaders and Class Members 
Four resources that may be helpful to you and your group members are available by clicking these links: 

• Reflection Questions: Includes all of the book’s “Reflect” questions, extra questions not included 
in the book, and room to write responses.  

• “Take Your Pulse” Questions: Includes room to write responses. 
• Common Ground Stories: Includes plenty of real world stories for starting class or encouraging 

class members to use common ground to initiate interactions with others. 
• Stories for Discussion Groups: Stories specifically oriented toward Christian discussion 

groups.   
 

The book’s website, www.STR.org/CommonGround, has many other resources class members can use 
to aid their study of the book.  At the site, people can… 

• Research the endnotes with hyperlinks 
• Look at the Index 
• Download activities for creating dialogue with the book 
• Purchase additional copies of the book  

“HELP!” 
Email Stephen Wagner at commonground@str.org with questions about how to make the most of the 
book.  Stephen would also love to hear your story of how your group has learned from Common Ground.   

Suggested Schedules 
These schedules assume  

• an hour-long group meeting (mostly discussion) 

• an hour of reading between meetings  

• an hour for creating conversations with friends between meetings.  You can make this 
optional, but I suggest you strongly encourage it or make it mandatory.  It’s hard to learn 
to build common ground in dialogue if you don’t talk to anyone!   

See the following pages for each schedule.  For the stories listed, click the links or see the document, 
Stories for Discussion Groups, for a full set of story descriptions and links.  See also Stories of Common 
Ground for more stories of building common ground. 
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6-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP 

(10-20 PAGES PER WEEK) 

 

Week 1: Discuss Introductory Material 
• Distribute books 
• Read “Two Sides Converge” (pp. 19-20) and discuss:  

o “How did the author’s approach help this conversation?” 
• Read the dedication and introduction as a group (pp. 3-9) and discuss: 

o “What is your past experience with discussing abortion?”  
o “What fears do you have about discussing abortion?”  
o “What about the book gives you hope or encouragement?” 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapters 1-3 (pp. 13-36).  
o Do “Reflect” Question 2 on page 36. 

Week 2: Discuss Chapters 1-3 (pp. 13-36) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: UNM BAD NEWS or DIANA'S STORY 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Question 1, p. 21. 
o If you find common ground with someone, does the fact that you agree mean that you both 

are necessarily correct? (see pp. 23-27 for help) 
o Divide into pairs and attempt to explain to each other why you believe that moral issues like 

abortion have a correct answer.  How can you help someone who believes that morals are 
relative see that this view puts all rights claims (including women’s rights) in jeopardy? 

o Have you ever witnessed an abortion discussion that seemed to lack the atmosphere of 
common ground?  How did it start?  Why was it unproductive? 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 36. 
o Is common ground helpful only for the topic of abortion or can it help you transform the 

discussion of other topics?  Which ones? 
• Homework:  

o Read Chapters 4-5 (pp. 39-59). 
o Do one of the “Create a Conversation” activities on page 50 or page 59. 
o Begin planning the “Create a Conversation” activity on page 93 (to be done by Week 4). 
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6-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP (CONTINUED) 

Week 3: Discuss Chapter 4-5 (pp. 39-59) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: RILEGH’S FATHER or CARING IS COMMON GROUND 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Question 1, p. 41 
o “Reflect” Question 3, p. 48 
o “Reflect” Question 2, p. 49 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 53 
o Consider Sydney’s abortion story (p. 56).  What factors contributed to her abortion?  How can 

we do a better job of helping young women like Sydney? 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 57 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 59 
o Which question is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapters 6-7 (pp. 61-79). 
o Do one of the “Create the Conversation” activities on pages 71 or 78-79. 
o Continue planning the “Create a Conversation” activity on page 93 (to be done by Week 4).  

Week 4: Discuss Chapter 6-7 (pp. 61-79) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: NICHOLAS’S STORY or THE OPEN MIC IN SANTA BARBARA 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 63 
o Mr. Wagner claims most people are against most abortions.  Does this surprise you? (p. 64) 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 66 
o “Reflect” Question 3, p. 69 
o “Reflect” Question 1, p. 74 
o “Reflect” Questions 2-3, p. 75 
o “Do Medical Safeguards Mean Compromise?” on p. 77 
o Which question is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapter 8-10 (pp. 81-98). 
o Carry out your planned “Create the Conversation” activity on page 93. 
o Begin planning one of the “Create the Conversation” activities on page 98 or page 105 by 

next week. 
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6-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP (CONTINUED) 

Week 5: Discuss Chapter 8-10 (pp. 81-98) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: ADOPTING OUR SON JORDAN or CHANCE’S STORY 
• Extended class sharing: How did the p. 93 activity go this week? 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Question 2, p. 82 
o Divide the group into small groups and assign each group one of the questions on pp. 83-84. 
o Listen to each group report their thoughts about each question from pp. 83-84. 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 90 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 92 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 96 
o “Reflect” Question, p. 97 
o Consider the activity on p. 98.  As a group, discuss how you can encourage each other to 

think purposefully about what you believe and what reasons you can give for your beliefs. 
o Use the remainder of the time for open discussion of any topic in the book. 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapters 11-12 (pp. 99-119).  
o Carry out the “Create the Conversation” activity on page 98 or page 105. 

Week 6: Discuss Chapters 11-12 (pp. 99-119) and brainstorm next steps. 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: DANIELLE'S STORY or ELIZABETH’S STORY 
• Extended class sharing: How did the activity (p. 98 or p. 105) go this week? 
• Discuss: 

o Ask the group members to select questions and concepts from Chapter 11 that were 
meaningful or important to them.  Discuss. 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 111 
o “Reflect” Question, p. 112 
o Consider how you can personally create a more informed dialogue with your children on 

abortion.  Will it include pictures of the results of abortion?  When will you engage them in 
dialogue on the topic?  How will you approach the questions of sexuality and pregnancy with 
them at various ages? 

o If you are a church group, consider how you can help your pastoral staff be more prepared to 
engage the issue of abortion in sermons and counseling situations.  Will you encourage the 
pastor to preach on abortion?  Will you encourage him to have a guest speaker who is more 
experienced in handling the topic?  How will your church adequately care for the many 
members who have personal guilt and sorrow over their abortion experiences? 

o As a group, develop a strategy and time table to help your community engage the abortion 
dialogue appropriately.  Email Stephen Wagner at commonground@str.org with your ideas. 

• Homework:  
o Email Stephen Wagner at commonground@str.org and share how your study of Common 

Ground Without Compromise impacted your life.   
o Create a list of three people with whom you’d like to share the book, Common Ground 

Without Compromise.  Include one person who disagrees with you.  When and how will you 
share it? 

o See www.STR.org/CommonGround for resources to aid your study of the book or to 
purchase more copies.  
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12-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP 

(5-10 PAGES PER WEEK) 

Week 1: Discuss Introductory Material 
• Distribute books 
• Read “Two Sides Converge” (pp. 19-20) and discuss:  

o “How did the author’s approach help this conversation?” 
• Read the dedication and introduction as a group (pp. 3-9) and discuss: 

o “What is your past experience with discussing abortion?”  
o “What fears do you have about discussing abortion?”  
o “What about the book gives you hope or encouragement?” 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapters 1-2 (pp. 13-29). 

Week 2: Discuss Chapters 1-2 (pp. 13-29) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: UNM BAD NEWS 
• Discuss: 

o  “Reflect” Question 1, p. 21. 
o “Reflect” Question, p. 24. 
o If you find common ground with someone, does the fact that you agree mean that you both 

are necessarily correct? (see pp. 23-27 for help) 
o Divide into pairs and attempt to explain to each other why you believe that moral issues like 

abortion have a correct answer.  How can you help someone who believes that morals are 
relative see that this view puts all rights claims (including women’s rights) in jeopardy? 

o As a group, discuss the term “absolute truth.”  Do you think it is helpful to the discussion?  
Why do you think the author didn’t use this term in the book?  What’s the term the author 
uses in the book instead of the term “absolute”? 

• Homework:  
o Read Ch. 3 (pp. 31-36). 
o Do “Reflect” Question 2 on page 36. 

Week 3: Discuss Chapter 3 (pp. 31-36) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: DIANA'S STORY 
• Discuss: 

o Have you ever witnessed an abortion discussion that seemed to lack the atmosphere of 
common ground?  How did it start?  Why was it unproductive? 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 36. 
o Are there other reasons to build common ground that aren’t included here? 
o Is common ground helpful only for the topic of abortion or can it help you transform the 

discussion of other topics?  Which ones? 
• Homework:  

o Read Ch. 4 (pp. 39-50). 
o Do the “Create a Conversation” activity on page 50. 
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12-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP (CONTINUED) 

Week 4: Discuss Chapter 4 (pp. 39-50) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: RILEGH’S FATHER 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 39 
o “Reflect” Question 1, p. 41 
o “Reflect” Question 1, p. 44 
o “Reflect” Question 3, p. 48 
o “Reflect” Question 2, p. 49 
o “Create a Conversation” Question 1, p. 50 

• Homework:  
o Read Ch. 5 (pp. 51-59). 
o Do one of the “Create the Conversation” activities on page 59. 

Week 5: Discuss Chapter 5 (pp. 51-59) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: CARING IS COMMON GROUND 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 53 
o Consider Sydney’s abortion story (p. 56).  What factors contributed to her abortion?  How can 

we do a better job of helping young women like Sydney? 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 57 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 59 
o Which question is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Ch. 6 (pp. 61-71). 
o Do the “Create the Conversation” activity on page 71. 
o Begin planning the “Create a Conversation” activity on page 93 (to be done by Week 8). 

Week 6: Discuss Chapter 6 (pp. 61-71) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: NICHOLAS’S STORY 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 63 
o Mr. Wagner claims most people are against most abortions.  Does this surprise you? (p. 64) 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 66 
o “Reflect” Question 3, p. 69 
o Which question is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Ch. 7 (pp. 73-79). 
o Do one of the “Create the Conversation” activities on pages 78-79. 
o Continue planning the “Create a Conversation” activity on page 93 (to be done by Week 8).  
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12-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP (CONTINUED) 

Week 7: Discuss Chapter 7 (pp. 73-79) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: THE OPEN MIC IN SANTA BARBARA 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Question 1, p. 74 
o “Reflect” Questions 2-3, p. 75 
o “Do Medical Safeguards Mean Compromise?” on p. 77 
o Which question is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapter 8 (pp. 81-88). 
o Do one of the “Create the Conversation” activities on page 88 
o Continue planning the “Create a Conversation” activity on page 93 (to be done by Week 8). 

Week 8: Discuss Chapter 8 (pp. 81-88) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: ADOPTING OUR SON JORDAN 
• Class sharing: “Would someone share about a conversation he or she had this past week?” 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Question 2, p. 82 
o Divide the group into small groups and assign each group one of the questions on pp. 83-84. 
o Listen to each group report their thoughts about each question from pp. 83-84. 
o Which question from this chapter is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapter 9 (pp. 89-93). 
o Carry out your planned “Create the Conversation” activity on page 93. 

Week 9: Discuss Chapter 9 (pp. 89-93) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: COMMON GROUND AND UNCOMMON CONVERSATION 
• Extended class sharing: How did the p. 93 activity go this week? 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-2, p. 90 
o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 92 
o Which question from this chapter is most helpful for building common ground? 
o Which question yields the most helpful information for helping us discuss disagreements? 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapter 10 (pp. 95-98).  
o Create a plan to carry out the “Create the Conversation” activity on page 98 and the “Create 

the Conversation” activity on page 105 in the next three weeks. 
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12-WEEK DISCUSSION GROUP (CONTINUED) 

Week 10: Discuss Chapter 10 (pp. 95-98) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: CHANCE’S STORY 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 96 
o “Reflect” Question, p. 97 
o Consider the activity on p. 98.  As a group, discuss how you can encourage each other to 

think purposefully about what you believe and what reasons you can give for your beliefs. 
o Use the remainder of the time for open discussion of any topic in the book. 

• Homework:  
o Read Ch. 11 (pp. 99-105).  
o Carry out the “Create the Conversation” activities on page 98 and page 105. 

Week 11: Discuss Chapter 11 (pp. 99-105) 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: DANIELLE'S STORY 
• Extended class sharing: How did the activity (p. 98 or p. 105) go this week? 
• Discuss: 

o Ask the group members to select questions and concepts from the chapter that were 
meaningful or important to them.  Discuss. 

• Homework:  
o Read Chapter 12 (pp. 109-119).  
o Continue the “Create the Conversation” activities on page 98 and page 105. 

Week 12: Discuss Chapter 12 (pp. 109-119) and brainstorm next steps. 
• Suggested story for the beginning of class: ELIZABETH’S STORY 
• Extended class sharing: How did the activity (p. 98 or p. 105) go this week? 
• Discuss: 

o “Reflect” Questions 1-3, p. 111 
o “Reflect” Question, p. 112 
o Consider how you can personally create a more informed dialogue with your children on 

abortion.  Will it include pictures of the results of abortion?  When will you engage them in 
dialogue on the topic?  How will you approach the questions of sexuality and pregnancy with 
them at various ages? 

o If you are a church group, consider how you can help your pastoral staff be more prepared to 
engage the issue of abortion in sermons and counseling situations.  Will you encourage the 
pastor to preach on abortion?  Will you encourage him to have a guest speaker who is more 
experienced in handling the topic?  How will your church adequately care for the many 
members who have personal guilt and sorrow over their abortion experiences? 

o As a group, develop a strategy and time table to help your community engage the abortion 
dialogue appropriately.  Email Stephen Wagner at commonground@str.org with your ideas. 

• Homework:  
o Email Stephen Wagner at commonground@str.org and share how your study of Common 

Ground Without Compromise impacted your life.   
o Create a list of 3 people with whom you’d like to share the book, Common Ground Without 

Compromise.  Include one person who disagrees with you.  When and how will you share it? 
o See www.STR.org/CommonGround for resources to aid your study of the book or to 

purchase more copies.  
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