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Note:  This document is a companion to the book Common Ground without Compromise: 25 Questions to 
Create Dialogue on Abortion.  For a complete guide to the book, including other helpful resources and a 

link for easy ordering, see the book’s web home at www.STR.org/CommonGround. 

Description and Suggestions  

• The stories found in this document, along with those found in a separate document, 
Common Ground Stories, are excellent for setting the tone of each week’s discussion of 
the book, Common Ground Without Compromise.  I’ve suggested certain stories for 
certain chapters or topics, but you will find that some of the stories are multi-faceted and 
will fit well to begin discussion of many of the topics.  Feel free to rearrange. 

• These stories are meant to be short introductions to the topic of each discussion.  Feel 
free to condense the stories or tell only a short anecdote from the story.  Be careful that 
these stories don’t take up too much time. 

• Sometimes, a person(s) in your group will have a personal story that fits the chapter 
topic for the day.  Consider allowing them to tell their story to begin the class.  The 
liability, of course, is that anytime you ask a person to share their story, it may take a lot 
longer than you hoped.  Consider also allowing class members to share their stories 
during the discussion or to conclude it. 

General 

1. ASHLEY’S STORY: When the Justice For All Exhibit when it came to the CU Boulder 
campus in September 2003, Ashley was scheduled to volunteer on campus for two days 
with her Focus on the Family Institute class.   But she had a secret she hoped no one 
would find out.  Read her story to find out how that secret became a tool God used to 
reach the lost.  (Link: www.jfaweb.org/Training/Reflections/Ashley.pdf) 

2. ONE DAY AT COSTCO: Some pro-lifers struggle to find an opportunity to discuss abortion 
because the topic seems taboo.  Others have an opposite problem because they 
introduce the topic regularly, but fail to connect to the conversation at hand.  They seem 
like fanatics.  There’s a third option. Stephen tells the story of how, in the course of 
normal conversation, a young professional asked him to tell her all about the pro-life 
position.  Stephen shares how common ground made the conversation productive and 
gives pointers that will make it possible for the same sort of conversation to “happen” to 
you. (Link: www.str.org/site/DocServer/stevewagnernews0409.pdf?docID=1107) 
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3. SAM’S STORY: Catherine and Jennifer met Sam on a college campus during an abortion-
related outreach.  Their story illustrates how a person can use abortion as a springboard 
to share the Gospel in a meaningful way.  (Link: www.jfaweb.org/Conversions/Sam_sv.pdf) 

4. HEATHER’S STORY: This story illustrates how one can use an abortion conversation to 
share Christ’s love with others.         
 (Link: www.jfaweb.org/Training/Reflections/UNC_FSB_Reflection.pdf) 

5. KATIE’S STORY: Amy’s roommate was planning to have an abortion.  She didn’t know 
what to do.  But she had heard that Tommy Nelson, the pastor of Denton Bible Church 
had recently preached a sermon on abortion.  She showed up on the church doorstep 
looking for advice and help.  Would your church know what to do next?  Read this story 
to find out what happened for Amy’s friend!  (Link: www.jfaweb.org/Conversions/Katie.pdf)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapters 1-2 

6. UNM BAD NEWS: This letter from a UNM student illustrates that abortion is a deeply 
spiritual issue requiring more than sympathy and concern.  It requires us to do 
something to offer the comfort of the gospel.        
 (Link: http://www.jfaweb.org/Conversions/UNM_BadNews.pdf)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 3 

7. DIANA'S STORY: Diana shares about her abortion experience.  It was difficult, but now 
she is glad she went through it.  Stories like Diana’s help us keep in mind that many 
women go through a variety of emotions before and after their abortions.  
 (Link: http://www.imnotsorry.net/dianaA.htm)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 4 

8. RILEGH’S FATHER: After he and his girlfriend had promised each other they would not 
have an abortion if they got pregnant, her news devastated him.  This heartbreaking 
note that he wrote to his unborn child illustrates that abortion is not just a women’s issue.  
It’s a human issue.  (Link: http://www.jfaweb.org/Conversions/Dear_Rilegh.pdf)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 5 

9. CARING IS COMMON GROUND: This newsletter shares the events preceding Tammy’s 
dialogue with Anne (Chapter 8, p. 54) and illustrates that recognizing the difficult 
circumstances surrounding certain abortions is sometimes the most important common 
ground we can build.  You can also find this interaction in video form (along with 
Stephen’s seminar discussion of the segment) in the film, Unborn in the USA.   
 (Link: http://www.str.org/site/DocServer/stevewagnernews0503.pdf?docID=243)  
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Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 6 

10. NICHOLAS’S STORY: Nicholas’s mom was pregnant with Nicholas and considering 
abortion when she came in contact with pictures of abortion through the Justice For All 
Exhibit.  Read the emails she sent to her boyfriend and the Justice For All staff about the 
impact pictures had on her.  Her story not only highlights the importance of pictures, but 
it also demonstrates the diversity of experiences that lead women to consider abortion.  
Nick’s mom was already the parent of an 8-year-old child at the time.   
 (Link: www.jfaweb.org/Conversions/Nicholas.pdf) 

11. GOT TEN SECONDS?: The biology sound bite (p. 69) originated with a chance interaction 
between the occupants of two cars at a stop-light at 1 AM.  The story encourages 
readers both to use biology for common ground and to use failures as learning 
opportunities. (Link: http://www.str.org/site/DocServer/PLB-10_seconds-v2.pdf?docID=1062)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 7 

12. THE OPEN MIC IN SANTA BARBARA: Stephen Wagner shares about a woman who shared 
her difficult unplanned pregnancy story on the open mic at UC Santa Barbara.  In the 
process, Stephen relates tactical advice for listening and shows how he built common 
ground with her on the idea that we should encourage fathers to be more involved.
 (Link: http://www.str.org/site/DocServer/stevewagnernews0610b.pdf?docID=1341)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 8 

13. ADOPTING OUR SON JORDAN: Jordan was diagnosed with a hole in his heart and not 
expected to survive long.  Tom and Sherry Bushnell wavered, but ultimately they 
adopted him.  In this piece, they share how the story ended very positively for all 
involved.  (Link: http://www.chask.org/adoptstoryjordan.htm)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 9 

14. COMMON GROUND AND UNCOMMON CONVERSATION: Many Christians begin with the Bible 
when making your case against abortion.  A student Stephen Wagner met at Kansas 
State was flabbergasted that Stephen didn’t.  Here’s the story of how Stephen’s simple 
human rights argument caused a secular college student to take a fresh look at the pro-
life position.  (Link: www.str.org/site/DocServer/stevewagnernews0512.pdf?docID=681)  

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 10 

15. CHANCE’S STORY: Page two of this newsletter relays a story from Chance, who 
participated in a survey outreach where he purposefully sought conversations with 
people who disagree with him.  He returned to one student he had surveyed and made 
another purposeful attempt to encourage her.  What she told him amazed him, but his 
experience instructs all of us about how important it is to take an active interest in others. 
 (Link:http://www.str.org/site/DocServer/stevewagnernews0708-WEB.pdf?docID=2103) 
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Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 11 

16. DANIELLE'S STORY: Danielle reminds us that some women feel very positive about their 
abortion experience.  Pro-life advocates will have to acknowledge this fact in order to 
show they have spent time listening to real women and not just read pro-life tracts 
claiming everyone regrets their abortion. (Link: http://www.imnotsorry.net/danielleD.htm) 

Especially Helpful to Begin Discussion of Chapter 12 

17. ELIZABETH’S STORY: Elizabeth simply gave her chiropractor a brochure.  Read her story 
to see how her small action changed lives.  Her story can encourage others to feel like 
they can make an impact by starting conversations in their sphere of influence.  
 (Link: www.jfaweb.org/Conversions/JFA_VOC_Chiropractor.pdf) 

Especially Helpful for Discussion of Disabled Children, Medical Emergency, and Abortion 

Question 5 (pp. 45-48) & Question 10 (pp. 58-59) 

18. A DONATION OF SPIRIT: This story (and many others on the www.benotafraid.net website) 
illustrates how redemptive it can be when parents reject the common advice to abort a 
severely disabled child.  (Link: http://benotafraid.net/article.asp?id=20)  

19. DAVID AND THE BAGHDAD DOCTOR: On page 2 of Justice For All’s Fall 2007 report, 
Executive Director David Lee relates a conversation he had with a Baghdad doctor who 
performed abortions.  This shows how spending time asking questions and building 
common ground can do more than provide good dialogue – it can change minds.    
 (Link: http://www.jfaweb.org/PDF/2007_fall_report.pdf)  
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